
JOHNNY I HARDLY KNEW YE 
 
 
Em C G 
While going the road to sweet Athy, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
While going the road to sweet Athy, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
While going the road to sweet Athy, a stick in my hand and a tear in my eye 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
A doleful damsel I heard cry, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
 Em C G 
 With your drums and guns and guns and drums, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
 With your drums and guns and guns and drums, aroo haroo 
 D 
 With your drums and guns and guns and drums, 
 C B7 Em D C B7 
 The enemy nearly slew ye, my darling dear, you look so queer, 
 Em D Em 
 Och, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
Em C G 
Where are your eyes that looked so mild, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
Where are your eyes that looked so mild, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
Where are your eyes that looked so mild, when my poor heart you first beguiled 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
Why did you run from me and the child, Johnny I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
Em C G 
Where are the legs with which you run, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
Where are the legs with which you run, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
Where are the legs with which you run, when you went to carry a gun? 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
Indeed your dancing days are done, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 



Em C G 
It grieved my heart to see you sail, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
It grieved my heart to see you sail, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
It grieved my heart to see you sail, though from my heart you took leg bail 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
Like a cod you’re doubled up head and tail, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
Em C G 
You haven’t an arm and you haven’t a leg, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
You haven’t an arm and you haven’t a leg, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
You haven’t an arm and you haven’t a leg, you’re an eyeless, noseless, chickenless 
egg 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
You’ll have to be put in a bowl to beg, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
Em C G 
I’m happy for to see you home, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
I’m happy for to see you home, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
I’m happy for to see you home, all from the Island of Sulloon 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
So low in flesh, so high in bone, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 
 
 
Em C G 
But sad as it is to see you so, aroo haroo 
 Em C G 
But sad as it is to see you so, aroo haroo 
 D C B7 
But sad as it is to see you so, and I think of you as an object of woe 
 Em D C B7 Em D Em 
You’re Peggy’ll still keep ye on as her beau, Johnny, I hardly knew ye! 



THE JOLLY BEGGARMAN 
 
 

 C F G7 
It's of a jolly beggarman came tripping o'er the plain 
 C F C G 
He came unto a farmer's door alodging for to gain 
 C F G7 
The farmer's daughter she came down and bade him cheek and 
chin 
 C F C G 
She says, “He is a handsome man. I pray you take him in.” 
 
 
 C F G7 
 We'll go no more a roving, a roving in the night 
 C F C G 
 We'll go no more a roving, let the moon shine so bright 
 C 
 We'll go no more a roving. 
 
 
 C F G7 
He would not lie within the barn nor yet within the byre 
 C F C G 
But he would in the corner lie down by the kitchen fire 
 C F
 G7 
O then the beggar's bed was made of good clean sheets and 
hay 
 C F C G 
And down beside the kitchen fire the jolly beggar lay. 
 
 



 C F G7 
The farmer's daughter she got up to bolt the kitchen door 
 C F C G 
And there she saw the beggar standing naked on the floor 
 C F G7 
He took the daughter in his arms and to the bed he ran 
 C F C G 
Kind sir, she says, be easy now, you'll waken our Goodman. 
 
 
 C F G7 
Now you are no beggar, you are some gentleman 
 C F C G 
For you have stolen my maidenhead and I am quite undone 
 C F G7 
I am no lord, I am no squire, of beggars I be one 
 C F C G 
And beggars they be robbers all, so you're quite undone. 
 
 
 C F G7 
She took the bed in both her hands and threw it at the wall 
 C F C G 
Says go ye with the beggarman my maidenhead and all. 
 C F G7 
We'll go no more a roving, a roving in the night 
 C F C G 
We'll go no more a roving, let the moon shine so bright 
 


